 
AUT sport & recreation student Phillis Meti takes world golfing title
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Put Auckland teenager Phillis Meti on a netball court, in an athletics arena or outrigger canoe, and expect the exceptional – but nothing quite as remarkable as when she has a golf club, or more specifically, a driver, in her hands.

The first-year AUT sport and recreation student became the youngest woman to win golf’s World Long Drive championships, with a drive of 326 yards – an effort that outstripped her American co-finalist Jackelyn Diekemper’s by 40 yards.

First-timer Phillis consistently blitzed the field throughout golf’s biggest grip-and-rip tourney in Nevada to achieve her goal of shooting over 300 yards throughout.

She not only netted the winner’s purse of $US14,000 but, at 19, became the event’s youngest winner. She lifted that crown from Colorado’s Nancy Abiecunas, the current world long-drive recordholder, who won the women’s World Long Drive in 2003 aged 21.

Phillis, of Cook Islands descent, has played golf since she was 12 at Swanson’s Redwood Park, where her father is a member. She plays off a 2-handicap and her powerful swing has already proved an asset to the strong North Harbour women’s interprovincial team.

A natural athlete at 1.83m tall, Phillis is a former Auckland secondary schools’ young sportsperson of the year. She was a national age-group shot and discus champion with an impressive record in a range of sports. 

In 2002 she represented New Zealand at the Australian Youth Olympics, finishing fourth in the shot and seventh in the discus. Later she was third in both disciplines in the Oceania championships in Samoa and fourth in the shot and eighth in the discus at the Commonwealth youth championships in Bendigo, Australia. 

At Epsom Girls Grammar she was in the winning waka ama (outrigger) crew and as a netballer has played for College Rifles, the Auckland Diamonds development side and the Auckland Waitakere under-19 team. 

Phillis now concentrates on golf, admitting her strength training for other sports has helped her golf. However, she points to timing as being as important as strength to her chosen sport. She’s also worked hard to hone her short game to match her prowess off the tee.

In accepting her American prizemoney, she’s resolved to the challenge of a professional career. But, as future success beckons, one thing’s certain – Phillis certainly has the drive.

For more information:

Bruce Meyer
Sport and Recreation Co-ordinator, AUT Sport Fitness Centre
P:  09 921 9736 /  M  021 401 647 / http://www.aut.ac.nz/sport/
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