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14 June 2006

Mental Health Programmes website update 

WISE Trust was recently selected by the Ministry of Health as the new host of Mental Health Programmes. The Programmes were previously managed by the Health Research Council (HRC). 

WISE has established Mental Health Programmes Limited (MHP) to manage the areas of Mental Health Workforce Development and the Mental Health Research and Development programme, including MH-SMART.

The handover from HRC to MHP was completed on 31 March 2006 and WISE is now in the process of reviewing and evaluating the future strategic direction and focus of the Programmes, including the organisation’s websites, www.mhrds.govt.nz and www.mhwd.govt.nz
A key strategy is the review and redevelopment of these sites into one comprehensive portal for the sector.  In preparation for the launch of the new website by September 2006, the two current websites will be taken off-line.  The move will occur on 30 June, and MHP will communicate with the sector again at this time, to confirm that this has happened. 

As of 1 July 2006, visitors to the websites www.mhrds.govt.nz and www.mhwd.govt.nz will view a ‘holding’ page with a message explaining the redevelopment. Visitors to both sites will still be able to access website files through placing a request to a generic email address - info@mhpg.co.nz via each site’s holding page.

As part of communication planning, WISE has also reviewed the production of the MHWD newsletter, Headlines. The launch of a new vehicle for communication with the sector will coincide with the release of the new website in August / September. 

The team at MHP are excited about this new stage in the Programmes’ development and look forward to creating a website that will be recognised for its excellence in providing effective communication, interaction and a sense of community within the sector.

 If you require any further information, please contact Paula Taylor, Communication Advisor with WISE Management Services, who is facilitating the day-to-day communication work of Mental Health Programmes.  Email: paula.taylor@wisemgnt.co.nz, DDI: 09 300 6778 or Mobile: 027 289 5260.
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